
Metroversity Outstanding Student, Faculty and Staff Bios 

Bellarmine University 

Undergraduate Recipient 

Name:    Tara Belcher 

Program:  Liberal Studies 

Tara says education has been the important to her for a number of reasons: to change and 
improve her life.  She went straight into college out of high school, but half-way through her fall 
semester, life got in the way. However, her love of learning never died.  An amazing break came 
when she began working as a secretary at Bellarmine University.  Tara took advantage her 
education benefits and has been chipping away at her degree ever since the spring of 2007. She 
is currently a junior and determined to finish. She has a daughter who will graduate from 
Bellarmine this spring and another who will graduate from ISU this summer. Her youngest son 
is just starting high school, and Tara says they both have a way to go, but she is very 
determined.  

Graduate Recipient                

Name:    Stacy Shipman 

Program:  Education and Social Change 

Stacy Shipman, an American, who moved  Louisville, Kentucky from Uganda, East Africa is o 
pursuing a PhD in education, focusing on social change, poverty, social justice, international 
education and global competence.  Shortly after arriving, Stacy became involved in the Fund for 
the Arts’ NeXt Leadership Development program, has worked with the West Louisville 
Performing Arts Academy, the larger-than-life McDaniel Bluitt, and the Louisville Ballet.   She 
has taught for the Jefferson County Public School district at Iroquois High School in a self-
contained classroom for students with severe and multiple disabilities.  Stacy says, “Tomorrow I 
may find myself in classrooms in Timbuktu or Tallahassee, or Singapore or San Diego, or may 
even be blessed to continue to call Louisville home.  Wherever I am I will take the inspiration of 
Kentucky with me.   

Faculty Recipient                 

Name:    Elizabeth Dinkins 

Department:  School of Education 



Elizabeth says teaching is her passion and working with adult students is a particular joy. Not 
only do their experiences and perspectives enrich classroom conversations, but their 
motivation for learning and their unique drives for knowledge create a dynamic climate where 
learning thrives.  All of these tendencies enrich her experience as a teacher, and she tries to 
honor and enrich their learning experiences.  Elizabeth teaches a qualitative research course at 
Bellarmine University and considers the heart of educational growth to reside in the 
connections that students make between what they study and what they already know or 
ponder about the world. She believes that finding the way adult students think and knit ideas 
together to be particularly beneficial to any learning environment.  

IU Southeast 

Undergraduate Recipient 

Name:    Edvigues “Vicky” Kaesar 

Program:  School of Business 

Vicky, a first generation Hispanic who was born in this country, but was taken to Mexico at 
birth, says it seems like a lifetime ago when she decided to go back to school.  Her dream of 
obtaining a higher education seemed unreachable at times, and had to be postponed due to life 
happenings: marriage, children, military, travel, and other commitments. However, this dream 
remained buried in her heart. Twenty years later, with tears in her eyes, she returned with 
determination and knew she would graduate this time around.  She is a member of Tau Sigma 
National Honor Society, the Pinnacle National Honor Society for Non-Traditional Students, and 
an active member of the IU Southeast Center for Mentoring Program. Vicky will graduate in 
May with her degree in Business, and she says, “Just like I cried when I returned to school, I cry 
now because my dream is becoming a reality.”  

Graduate Recipients 

Names:   Carolyn Bates-Greenman and John Greenman 

Degree Program:  Liberal Studies 

This is the first time an award like this has been shared between two people, who, by the way,  
have decades of accomplishments, but that is not the reason they are here today. In this 
instance, the nominator said it best. “It is difficult to separate Carolyn from her husband John, 
because the two are always together and are pursuing the same Liberal Studies graduate 
degree.  These two are notable in that they demonstrate great enthusiasm and continued 
passion for learning at a time in their lives when most people are seeking relaxing retirement.  
Carolyn teaches at Ivy Tech, and they are both heavily involved in their community.  They serve 
as mentors on campus, sharing their wisdom and experiences, and patiently teaching us not to 
sell our older citizens short.  Their relationship together is also instructive, mutually respectful 



and comfortable, a true partnership any couple would hope for and want to work toward. Our 
younger students benefit from their presence on campus and in the classroom.  They are both 
extraordinarily kind, energetic, generous and extremely capable and both carry a 4.0 GPA.  It is 
so fitting to split this award between the two, and a remarkable way to spotlight their 
contributions together – always together.” 

Faculty Recipient 

Name:   Todd Manson  

Department:  Psychology 

One of the highlights of Todd’s almost five years here at IU Southeast has been the large 
number of adult students he has had in his classes.  Todd has found that adult students’ life 
experiences greatly enhance his Introductory Psychology class and his advanced classes in 
Industrial and Organizational Psychology due to their life and work experiences. In fact, for the 
last two years he has scheduled these classes exclusively at night in order to attract adult 
students and those who work fulltime during the day. Todd knows that adult students come 
with unique needs and are often a little nervous when returning to school.  He makes is a point 
to provide information about campus resources, to be more flexible with attendance policies, 
and to encourage students to look ahead to graduate school. Given that many of our adult 
students are tied to this geographic area due to family considerations, Todd has placed more 
and more emphasis on students learning about local and regional opportunities. 

Staff Recipient 

Name:   Gregory Roberts 

Department:   Academic Affairs 

Greg has worked with adult students on two fronts; academic advising and in the classroom. He 
enjoys the rich knowledge adult students bring to the classroom and to the advising process 
because it allows him to grow and develop more as an advisor and instructor.  He makes it a 
point to always incorporate adult students into the learning process in the classroom because 
they contribute to the growth of all students.  Working with adult students has made Greg think 
and work outside the box: from meeting students in the local Kroger parking lot to give them 
Financial Aid information to implementing more phone and SKYPE  advising because students 
are out of town on business, family issues or in the military. Greg approaches every 
appointment and individual with open arms because he feels adult students have a unique 
perspective on life and what they contribute to the university.  

 

 



Jefferson Community & Technical College 

Undergraduate Recipient 

Name:   Marty Clark 

Program:  Human Services and Counseling 

Marty Clark is currently a sophomore at JCTC Carrollton Campus maintaining a 3.5 GPA while 
pursuing a career in Human Services and Counseling. He is an active member of the Student 
Ambassador Program, and Student Government Association, among other organizations. Marty 
says, “I have often heard that experience is our greatest teacher, but, respectfully, I must 
disagree. It is the evaluation of these experiences, with the benefit of hindsight, where true 
value is found.”  His sincerest aspiration is to serve our Veterans and, if possible, support them 
with a receptive transition back to us and back to the best “them” possible. 

Faculty Recipient 

Name:   Lindsey Lawrence 

Department:  Occupational Therapy Assistant Program 

Lindsey Lawrence has taught at Jefferson Community & Technical College for 15 years and is a 
Professor and Academic Fieldwork Coordinator for the Occupational Therapy Assistant 
Program. She has served the JCTC in many capacities including the Awards and Recognition 
Committee, Curriculum Review Committee, Scholarship Committee, and Advisory Committee 
for Promotion and Tenure. She is involved nationally in the occupational therapy field as an 
Accreditation Evaluator for the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education. She 
says the best part of her job is working with enthusiastic students and serving as a guide and 
mentor for them. 

Staff Recipient 

Name:   Wynobie Williams 

Department:  Student Support Services 

Wynobie Williams has been with JCTC for 20 years. His first two years were spent as a counselor 
on the DT campus, and his remaining tenure has been as Director of Student Support Services. 
At the end of the day, his greatest reward is to see his students and their families at graduation.  
Williams says, “It is a feeling like no other.  To know them personally and to have broken bread 
with them, shared in the good times and pieced it back together in the bad.  There is nothing 
like it. But I guess the greatest feeling is knowing a student wants you to be acknowledged for 
what you do.” 



 

Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary 

Graduate Recipient 

Name:    Irene Ludji 

Degree Program: Religion 

Irene came from Kupang, a small town in Indonesia, South East Asia, two-years ago to the 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary to study theology. Before she started her 
education in Louisville, she was a teacher for undergraduate students at Satya Wacana 
Christian University. Her academic journey in Louisville was a struggle between adapting to new 
theological ideas that are very different from what she grew up believing to finding her own 
voice in the middle of a cultural shock and a language crisis. Her educational journey in 
Louisville was also enriched by the overwhelming experience of a new marriage and a new baby 
boy. Outside the classroom, Irene found peace in joining the seminary choir and serves the 
community as the campus recycling coordinator. She feels all these experiences are abundant 
blessings from God that shape her as she becomes the person God wants her to be. 

Staff Recipient 

Name:   Ted Burke 

Department:  Dining Services 

Many people feel that they are employed by an institution, but Ted believes that his calling 
goes much deeper.  He tells students to study hard, be successful, and let him take care of their 
meals.  What this translates to is tens of thousands of meals and an almost equal number of 
special diets.  Students and guests of the Seminary come from all parts of the world and Ted 
adapts his meal preparations to suit the many cultural diet requirements/restrictions, making 
sure his guests and students are comfortable.  Ted’s love of cooking extends to all facets of his 
job, and he credits his team to his overall success. 

 

 

 

 



 

Spalding University 

Undergraduate Recipient 

Name:   Rebecca Wisehart 

Program: 

 

Graduate Recipient 

Name:   Anne Arriola 

Program:  

Anne Arriola recently graduated in January, 2013 from Spalding University with a Master’s 
Degree in Business Communication.  Anne has two small children, and had to step away from 
school for a short period of time for personal reasons. She had the strength to return and 
complete her Capstone in Session 3 of the 2012/2013 Academic Year.  Anne chose to develop a 
training manual for volunteers who work in domestic abuse situations.  Her training manual 
was not only excellent, but the topic selection indicates her desire to give back to the 
community.        

Faculty Recipient 

Name:    Allison Form 

Department:  

 

Staff Recipient 

Name:   Kelly Cogar 

Department: 

 

 



 

University of Louisville 

Undergraduate Recipient 

Name:   Melissa Behres 

Program:  Organizational Leadership and Learning 

 Melissa began her journey in Florida, as a traditional young student with the traditional goals 

of attaining her degree.    As an adult learner at U of L, pursuing an Organizational Leadership 

and Learning degree, Melissa exudes enthusiasm for learning, and she is able to integrate 
whatever she learns in class with her prior work and life experiences.  Melissa states: “My 
entire undergraduate journey has been one of wonder and enlightenment that has been a 
privilege to experience.  I have achieved confidence and clarity regarding my learning abilities 
and career potential.”  Melissa’s learning journey is ongoing, as she has applied and been 
accepted into a Master’s degree program.  

 

 

 

Graduate Recipient 

Name:    Gregory T. Yancey 

Program:  Human Resources and Organizational Development 

Greg epitomizes the character, resilience, and commitment to learning that characterizes the 
“adult learner.”  After stepping down from his CEO role of his own company, Greg was able to 
turn his attention to completing the degree he started many years ago.  His commitment to 
learning and education led him to then enroll in a Master’s degree program, where he 
continues his stellar work in higher education today. His ability to readily apply course concepts 
to illustrative first-hand examples, and his willingness to share these teaching examples, is an 
enriching experience for everyone in the class. Greg signs his online discussion postings as “Just 
Old Greg.” This, combined with his always-thoughtful and critical analysis of the course 
material, helps convey his humility, willingness to mentor fellow students, and love of learning. 

 

 



 

Faculty Recipient 

Name:    Roger Buskill 

Department:  Education and Human Development 

Roger Buskill is an instructor from the College of Education and Human Development’s, 
Department of Leadership, Foundations, and Human Resource Education.  He has been 
involved with teaching adults since the mid-eighties in a technical training and development 
program at General Electric.  Roger has a good rapport with his students and always considers 
their needs as adults with family and jobs and understands that as adult learners they have 
different needs from traditional students.  One student said, “Mr. Buskill made sure that you 
knew he was only a phone call or email away to assist with a problem, even if it had nothing to 
do with his class.  To me, that made him much more than an instructor.  This stands as a 
testament to him, the School of Education, and the University of Louisville, epitomizing our 
motto ‘It’s Happening Here’”.   

Staff Recipient 

Name:   Mark Casey 

Department:  Education and Human Development 

Mark Casey has been the Program Coordinator of the University of Louisville’s Fort Knox 
Center, which primarily serves active duty soldiers who are returning to school, for the past 33 
years. In addition, Mark is an active member of the Kentucky Association of Test Administrators 
at Colleges, the National College Testing Association and teaches a course for the Occupational 
Leadership and Learning Department in the School of Education and Human Development.  He 
is active with the Fort Knox Warriors in Transition Association whose goal is to promote, 
encourage and finance physical, mental and spiritual fitness activities for soldiers of the Warrior 
Transition Battalion.    In his own words Mark adds, “I am humbled by my nomination and have 
been energized by the words and efforts of others to recognize my love of the military and the 
University of Louisville.”   

 


